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Claim Amendment 

l-(GuFrently amended)zAimethod comprising the steps of: 


obfalhing a measureU fluid pressure near a fluid filter In ah internal combustion-- 
engine; — - - 

determining a prcdctGrm i nGd value based on at -l oast ono engin e operoting 
porometcr that includes at least one of engine speed and engine load; 

comparing the measured fluid pressure to the p.rodctcrminod value, yielding a 
compared pressure; 

when the compared pressure exceeds an established value, indicating that a 
potential fluid filter problem is present. ~ 

2- (Currently amended) The method of claim 1^ wherein the at l east onG - cnglne 
operating paromoter includes ■a Moa s t on e of value is based on engine speed, engine 
load, and fluid temperature* 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
activating at least one timer based on indication of the presence of a potential fluid 
filter problem. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the fluid is at least one of 
gasoline, diesel, and oil. 

5. (Previously Presented The method of claim 1, wherein the measured fluid 
pressure Is taken near an outlet of the filter. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the measured fluid 
pressure is taken near an Inlet of the filter. 
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7^(Currentlv:amended):Armethod comprising the steps of: 


obtaining a measured fluidpressure nea> a filter in an internal combustion engine; 

determining a prodct e rmir^ ed value that is a function of ot least one engine 
operating - parc i moter thot ind t idcs at least one of engine speed and engine load; 

determining a difference between the predetermined value and the measured fluid 
pressure; and 

determining whether to indicate a warning condition for the filter based on the 
difference. 


8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the measured fluid - 
pressure is taken near an outlet of the filter. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the measured fluid 
pressure is taken near an inlet of the filter, 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the value is based on a fe 
least one eng i ne operating parameter IndudcG at i oost one of engine speed, engine 
load, and fluid temperature. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of comparing the 
difference to at least one predetermined value, and activating at least one timer 
based on the difference. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of indicating the 
warning condition. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of transmitting 
77 the wa rpTir ig condition to a" remote location. ~ 


- 14. (Cunrently amended) An apparatus comprising: . 

a pressure sensor arranged and constructed to measure a pressure of a fluid near a 
filter for the fluid of an Internal combustion engine, yielding a measured fluid 
pressure; 

an engine control module arranged and constructed to determine a predetermined 
value based on at loast one engine operating paromQtor - tliQ t-t ndudGS ot lea s t one 
^ engine speed and engine load and to compare the prodctGrmincd value to the 
measured fluid pressure, and based on results of the comparison, to indicate a 
warning condition for the filter. 

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the pressure sensor 
is located In the fluid near at least one of a discharge of the filter and an inlet of the 
filter. 7^ - 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a display 
for indicating the warning condition for the filter when the results of the comparison 
exceed an established value. 

17. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the value Is based on 
Dt least one engin e- oporat i ng param e ter inc l udes at l east on e ^ englne speed, 
engine load, and fluid temperature. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a timer 
arranged to be activated based on the results of the comparison. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the potential fluid filter 
problem Is at least one of an obstruction, a restriction, and clogging in the filter. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the potential fluid filter 
" proble m causeFan imminent loss in engine peiformanCe. - - .3 


5 APPL. NO. 10/696,831 

PAGE 719 ' RCVD AT 10/25/2005 2:30:01 PM (Eastern DayligM Time] ' SVRiUSPTO^^ 


eeST AVAILABLE COPY 


